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Abstract:

This study mainly aims at knowing to what extent are the
Yemeni audience exposed to local media as a source of information
during the corona virus crisis, and to what extent they rely on these
sources. It also monitors the level of due cognitive, emotional and
behavioral impacts. The study is based on the theory of reliance on
media, adopting the survey method; the survey included available
samples, where the questionnaire instrument was used to collect
data from 247 individuals representing the Yemeni audience in
different provinces of the Republic.

The survey study concluded that most of the individuals rely on
local media as a source of information moderately during the
corona virus crisis recording a rate of 35.6%, trust it moderately as
well with a rate of 36.5%, and are exposed to it with an average of
less than 1 hour daily. Moreover, most of those individuals’ level of
exposition to local media was not affected after the Crisis, and they
watch both traditional and new media with a rate of 53.8%.
Regarding the cognitive impacts of being exposed to local media,
most of the surveyed individuals agreed that it plays a role in
raising their level of health awareness, provides them with
sufficient and integrated information about the Corona pandemic,
and contributes to organizing their priorities and interests. As for
the emotional Impacts, they agreed that local media morale and
collective feelings during the Crisis, and fosters their satisfaction
towards the government’s management of the crisis. On the other
hand, they did not agree that local media makes them feel alienated
and isolated, nor does it make them feel fear and anxiety. With
respect to behavioral Impacts, most of them confirmed that local
media pushes them to follow the necessary precautionary measures
from the corona virus, urges them to cooperate with the government
in their effort to fight the Crisis, encourages them to participate in
civil. community work and fully comply with official health
instructions.

Keywords: Impacts; Local Media; Yemeni Audience ; Crisis;
Corona Virus
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